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November 28, 2018

Ms. Marlene S. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.W.

Room 2-B450

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Filing
RM-11793

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This is to reflect that on November 26, 2018 the undersigned, counsel for Aerospace and
Flight Test Radio Coordinating Council, Inc. (“AFTRCC”); Dan McNeil, The Boeing Company
and AFTRCC President; Joseph Cramer, Regional Director, The Boeing Company; Ryan N.
Terry, Director, Regulatory Licensing and Policy, Trade & Regulatory Affairs, Lockheed Martin
Corporation; Marc Ehudin, Director, Washington Operations, Textron Inc.; Max Fenkell,
Aerospace Industries Association; Chip Yorkgitis, Kelley Drye & Warren LLP, counsel for
Raytheon Company; and Don Tyree, Lockheed Martin Corporation (by phone) met with Charles
Mathias, Associate Bureau Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (“WTB”); Scot Stone,
Deputy Chief, Mobility Division, WTB; Aalok Mehta, Senior Policy Advisor, WTB; Jeff Tobias
and Tim McGuire, WTB regarding the above captioned matter. The referenced aerospace parties
are referred to collectively herein as the “Aerospace Representatives.”

Separately, the Aerospace Representatives (plus Dan Hankins, Senior Spectrum Manager
for Textron and former AFTRCC President, who phoned in) met with Rachael Bender, Chairman
Pai’s Wireless and International Advisor.

The Aerospace Representatives stressed the importance of access to the 5091-5150 MHz
band for aeronautical mobile telemetry, or “AMT.” They supplied a powerpoint presentation, a
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copy of which is attached. Among the points in the presentation, they stressed the exponential
increase in bandwidth requirements for flight testing, combined with the loss of AMT spectrum
over the years (such as the band 2310-2360 MHz), the problem this creates for the U.S.
aerospace industry, and the importance of access to 5091-5150 MHz for AMT as an essential
part of the solution.

The Aerospace Representatives observed that spectrum for flight testing is required not
just when aircraft and missiles are aloft, but also before take-off when equipment undergoes pre-
flight checks, equipment calibration, and the like, and that Department of Defense contracts
require delivery of aircraft and missiles to the Ranges with 5091-5150 MHz transmitters installed
and tested. The Aerospace Representatives also explained that, for experimental licensing
purposes, the FAA has insisted on a 60-mile separation between test aircraft and certain
prospective AeroMACS sites per ITU-R Resolution 418 even when, as the Aerospace
Representatives understand it, there may be no AeroMACS equipment yet in place. In this
regard, the Aerospace Representatives also noted that, while the Companies are supportive of
AeroMACS for their commercial aircraft business, actual aircraft modification work to
accommodate the technology had not yet been deployed. They observed too that, while
AeroMACS has priority under Commission policies, priority does not mean exclusivity for
AeroMACS, which would be contrary to the co-primary allocation which AMT enjoys.

The Aerospace Representatives observed that significant time and testing would be
required to determine whether co-channel sharing might be possible, most likely requiring new
technology developed for the purpose. In the meantime, as AFTRCC has noted previously in its
filings, the Companies generally seek dedication of a few of the 16 channels available for one
AMT channel (i.e. 20 MHz) either on a national, or a coordinated basis with anticipated
AeroMACS locations. The Raytheon Company representative explained that Tucson would be
an exception to this general prospective solution given that, due to DOD requirements under
multiple programs occurring at the Raytheon Missile Systems plant, use of the entire 5091-5150
MHz band will be required at that location.

Finally, the Representatives noted that talks had resumed between AFTRCC and its
Member Companies, on the one hand, and the WiMax Forum, on the other hand. AFTRCC and
its Members are hopeful that those talks lead to a positive outcome for all Member requirements.
If that should happen, the results could be especially helpful to the Commission in promulgating
final service rules for the band.

A copy of this ex parte filing is being submitted for the Docket.

ﬁtfully submitted,

///};%77 /ﬂ’l/\-/

William K. Keane
Counsel for AFTRCC

DM3\5500718.2



Duane Morris

Ms. Marlene S. Dortch
November 28, 2018

Page 3

ce: Rachael Bender
Charles Mathias
Scot Stone
Aalok Mehta
Jeff Tobais

Tim McQGuire
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